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To say that Choice beef demand is good is an understate-
ment. With this large a price spread, the value of a 900-pound, 
low-Choice carcass exceeds a Select-grade carcass of the same 
weight by a staggering $270 per head. Said another way, any 
cattle that grade Select and are sold on a grid will cost their 
owner a small fortune in lost opportunity. 

Choice carcasses are ringing the cash register in a major way. 
Cattle that grade in the upper two-thirds of Choice or Prime 
can tack on even more premiums above low-Choice cattle 
by about $4 and $13 per cwt, respectively. Marbling pays in 
stair-step fashion, with low-Choice handily beating Select, and 
Prime and high-Choice layering on even more value-added 
opportunity.

The Red Angus Advantage
Being a strong marbling breed, there is no doubt that Red 
Angus is right for the times. The U.S. beef market demands 
marbling, and Red Angus has the genetics to deliver just what 
the market wants. Building on this inherit breed strength is 
one of the most important pursuits Red Angus breeders can 
engage in during the years ahead. Adding more marbling is 
akin to going from good to great. The more the better, and 
marbling has the side benefi t of not being antagonistic with 
any important cow traits.

Let’s do a little simple math comparing the progeny value of 
two Red Angus sires with Marbling EPDs at opposite ends of 
the breed bell curve. The fi rst sire is on the low end, possess-
ing a Marbling EPD of 0.00. The second sire ranks near the top 
of the population, and has a Marbling EPD of 1.00. Given a 

Choice-Select spread of $15 per cwt, the expected difference in 
quality grade value of their progeny at harvest is just over $33 
per head. Thus, if both bulls sire 100 market progeny in their 
lifetimes, the high-marbling bull would create $3,300 more in 
total progeny value simply because of the higher marbling 
genetics he passes on. He’s therefore worth a lot more as a 
breeding bull than his low-marbling counterpart.

This straightforward example clearly demonstrates that 
marbling pays sizable dividends, and it needs to be a trait of 
interest for all serious Red Angus breeders. The breed has an 
inherit strength in marbling, which helps us compete favor-
ably well with other breeds in the U.S. beef and cattle markets. 
Building on this strength by emphasizing higher marbling 
genetics in the years ahead will only improve that position. 
Marbling truly is a MUST in the cattle business.

The past few weeks served up a poignant reminder that marbling is one of the most 
important value traits in the beef business. What happened? The Choice-Select 
price spread exploded to more than $30 per cwt, reaching levels not experienced 
since 2003. This happened despite the fact that Choice and Prime grading 
percentages remain very high at near 80 percent of the harvest cattle mix. Cattle 
are actually grading better than at this time last year, yet the Choice-Select spread 
is substantially wider.


